Bible Study – Wednesday 3 December 2025

Same sex relationships are a divisive topic in the church, in the Western World, with traditional beliefs and teaching constantly being challenged, not only by our culture but also by some within the church. This has led to the historical interpretation of the texts which are foundational to the church’s traditional teaching on this issue being questioned. As a result of this it is now argued that they do not actually condemn same sex relationships. This, in turn, now means that many Christians, especially young ones, no longer know what to believe, given that what the bible says does not seem so clear any more. It has also led to a number of churches changing their teaching on this issue and accepting people who are in same sex relationships into membership. In other words they teach that a person who is actively gay, in same sex relationships, can also be Christian.

So what does the bible say about same sex relationships? Is the traditional interpretation of passages that orthodox church teaching has been based on accurate? Let’s looks and see.

Read Genesis 19: 1 – 13 

1. Traditional interpretation of this text teaches us that it was the homosexual activity of Sodom’s citizens which led to their obliteration. However, opponents of this view state that the sin revealed here was not homosexuality but, rather, flouting the ancient rules of hospitality by trying to break Lot’s door down. Their argument for this is that the phrase “Bring them out to us that we may know them” (as the ESV renders it) does not necessarily mean that they wanted to have sex with them. But what does this text tell us that dismisses this argument?




Read Jude: 5 – 7

2. How does Jude describe citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah?




Read Leviticus 18: 22 and Leviticus 20: 13. 

3. Supporters of same sex relationships argue that the relationships condemned here are engaging in sexual activity with shrine prostitutes. They base their argument on the use of the word detestable or abominable which, they claim, is associated with idolatry elsewhere in scripture. Therefore, they argue that as such religious practices have long since ceased they have no relevance to same sex relationships today. But is that an accurate interpretation? If not why?







Read Romans 1: 24 – 27

4. How does Paul describe same sex relationships in this passage? 





5. Is this just his personal opinion or is it based upon scripture? If so, which passage?





[bookmark: _Hlk215137756]6. Supporters of same sex relationships argue that what Paul actually denounces here is promiscuity due to excessive lust, not committed, loving homosexual partnerships. Is that an accurate interpretation? If no why?





7. Given what we have learned can people leading an active same sex lifestyle come to faith and maintain such a lifestyle?





8. How should the church view and treat people who live active same sex lifestyles?
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